PRESS RELEASE

For Immediate Release
www.thecarbonaccount.com/press

th
carbon account

get serious about your footprint

www.thecarbonaccount.com

* Keep track of your own carbon footprint

* Free and easy to use
* Share and compare your personal footprint with others

* |deal for individuals or groups
* Open source

Issued by:

Torchbox Ltd

Unit 9

Southill Business Park
Cornbury Park
Charlbury

Oxon

OX7 3EW



The Carbon Account
A new kind of online carbon calculator — The
Carbon Account - launches today. The Carbon
Account gives users a fresh and more informed
perspective on their carbon footprint making
monitoring and reduction easier.

Existing carbon calculators provide a single
‘snapshot’ carbon footprint, based on a quick
questionnaire. The Carbon Account goes much
further, allowing users to record their ongoing
carbon emissions - from gas and electricity
meter readings, car mileages and more - and
see the changes over time.

The Carbon Account is the &rst site that
people want to come back to repeatedly to see
the effects of their lifestyle changes on their
footprint.

The site also offers the option to mark other
users as friends, in order to easily compare
results and share reduction tips. Footprint data
from The Carbon Account can also be shared
with friends on Facebook® Platform by adding
a speci@c Carbon Account application [1].

Easy and interesting

The Carbon Account has a number of innovative
features that make it simple yet fascinating to
use. During registration, for instance, entering
a vehicle’s number plate automatically
retrieves its emissions [2], based on standard
data. Inside the site, colourful graphs display a
user’s annual emissions, and reveal how these
change over time. Users can add time-stamped
notes to a graph to help monitor the effect of
carbon-saving measures (such as insulating

the loft).

The Carbon Account also provides a helpful
section on how best to reduce carbon
emissions in different areas, and users can
set themselves individual targets. In addition,
groups are encouraged to set up special
versions of the site to monitor their collective
reduction progress. There are also plans to
link The Carbon Account with smart meters
[3] to make it even easier to use.

Tried and tested

The site has been tested by various community
groups, including Transition Towns[4], Carbon
Rationing Action Groups (CRAGs) [5], and
Oxford Is My World, a city-wide initiative by
Oxford City Council to encourage citizens to
reduce their footprint [6]. Torchbox originally
built The Carbon Account to demonstrate
the technical feasibility of personal carbon
allowances [7], but it is already helping
hundreds of people across the UK to track and
reduce their carbon footprints.

Behind The Carbon Account is the philosophy
that effective emissions reductions require
accurate measurements. Tom Dyson, Director
at web development company Torchbox
and co-creator of The Carbon Account,
says: “Rather than doing a quick footprint
calculation in your lunch break, the Carbon
Account encourages a long-term view. Lots of
people are surprised that a single long-haul
Qight has the same impact as driving their
car for a year. We want to help put things in
perspective and spread carbon literacy. More
than anything else, we want to make minding
your emissions an enjoyable experience.”






